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__ThlS research empmcally analyses the mﬂuence of. ﬁnanczal hteracy and dmtal ﬁnanma] mclusron on

sustainable’ development. The notion of financial literacy,’ adopted from the Orgamsatzon for Economic Co-

- operation and Development, combines financial awareness, attitude, knowledge, and behawour to achieve - -
. financial wellnbemg Digital financial inclusion is the process by which individuals or households in the _3
-underserved or unprivileged section of society have access to formal financial services through innovative -

- digital technologies. ‘The main features of digital financial. inclusion include reduction of costs, security, ease SR
“-of access, usefulness, and actual ‘usage of d1g1ta1 financial servaces The' current study collected data fromthe . .
Mao-Naga ‘tribe ‘of Mampur and ‘Nagaland, Northeast Indla usmg a"convenient and - purposive samphng e

‘method. The research method is quantitative in nature, and primary data were collected from adult individuals -

~~who were 18 years old or above. These respondents were ¢ligible and'ablé to manage their own bank accounts -
- independéntly. The study has a cross- sectional time horizon with a deductive approach. The data consisted of =
1147 samples of Mao-Naga tribe adults using a structured questionnaire on a seven—pomt Likert scale. The -
. “statistical technique of Statistical Packages of Social Science (SPSS) software was utilised to ascertain the = S
 descriptive result of the study. The hypothesis testing was conducted’ using the Partial Least Square Structural - PR
- Equation Modelling (PLS-SEM) statistical model. The' SMART—PLS 4.0 software was employed to test the =

- hypotheses of PLS-SEM, explanatory variance, effect size; PLS pred1ct, and - nnportance-perfonnance map
analysis (IPMA). Financial literacy and sustainable development were analysed from a reﬂectwe formative ~ -
_approach of hi gher—order constructs o

ThlS research mdlcates that ﬁnancxal 11teracy and dlgltal ﬁnancral 1nc1us1on can pos:trvely mﬂuence

sustainable development among the Mao-Naga tribe: The results reveal individuals who are fi nanmally literate :

~and adopt digital technology for financial transactions could improve sustainable development. However,; this

_eomprehenswe empirical analysis is not exernpted from limitations, as ‘the study involves only the Mao-Naga .- S

- tribe, which restricts’ generalisation to" the entire tribal population of India: This study. provides valuable

insights for' policymakers, digital technology _providers, financial service providers, ‘and academics to = -
- implement financial education “programmes- that ‘widen- financial competency -and -enhance awareness of i

financial products and services. At the same time, tribals are: ‘apprehensive about risks related to digital -
- finarice. Therefore, pohcymakers should . augment their percelved edge of securlty by implementing stricter -
“laws and regulatlons to protect iewcomers to digital finance from fraud and scams. The ouitcomes of financial =

literacy -and -usage of digital finance could reduce poverty, eliminate " gender-caste based ‘division, subside o

-incorie dxspanty, accelerate economic growth and promote ecolomcal quahty amOng the tribal population.
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